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Disclaimer

Presentation materials are for registered
participants of the 66th Conference on Exceptional
Children. The information in this presentation is
intended to provide general information and the
content and information presented may not reflect
the opinions and/or beliefs of the NC Department of
Public Instruction, Exceptional Children Division.
Copyright permissions do not extend beyond the
scope of this conference.
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Meet the Journeyers
2015-2017
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Learning is the work!

Fullan, 2011 w
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Why did the Charlotte-Mecklenburg
Schools commit to this shared journey?

Focused Collaboration

Intentional Partnership
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Purpose

« Understand the theoretical models for
reading proficiency including
comprehension,

» consider connections tolanguage &
cognitive processes & skills,

» explore how this knowledge can translate
into a framework for comprehension
instruction,

* and how this conversation will lead to
further inquiry and actions...
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So that...

all students, including those that struggle,
will have opportunity to acquire and be
capable of using essential language and
cognitive skills necessary for makine
meaning of text. '

Destination
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Process

How was this learning opportunity structured
and supported forthe members of this
professional community of practitioners?

What would the journey require & what
does the road map look like?
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Learning Content

What aspects of comprehension did
members of the cadre explore?
How did they engage in learning?

What excursions would they participate in
along the way?
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The Comprehension
Construction Zone: Using A
Blueprint for Effective
Instruction

Come along on the
journey!
Nancy Hennessy M.Ed.
Charlotte-Mecklenberg PLC

Sept. 1, 2015
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LANGUAGE COMPREHENSION

BACKGROUND ENOWLEDGE
(facts, coacepes, etc)

YOUBULARY
(beeadth, precison, Sk, etc)

LANGUAGE STRUCTURES
(syntax, semaatics, etc)

| SKILLED READING:
Flueat execution and
coordimation of woed

recogaition and text

VERBAL REASONING
(inference, metaphor, etc.)

LITERACY KNOWLEDGE
(prmt concepts, genres, etc)

WORD RECOGNITION

PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS
(vyflables, phosemes, etc)

DECODING (alphabetic principle,
spelfing-sound correspondences)
SIGHT RECOGNITION

(of famebiar woeds)
Used with permisson of Holls Scarbercugh.

Raamgls‘wmulﬁfaceted skill, gradually acquired over years of instrucion and praciice.




What exactly is readmg
comprehension?

Think Write!
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:!‘ Comprehension is a complex
il task that involves a range of
‘ﬁ" language and cognitive
processes and skills
that students must masterin
order to make sense of
written text.

Fletcher, Lyon, Fuchs, & Barnes,2007; Oakhill &
Cain, 2007; Swanson, Howard, & S”aez,2006
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“Individuals with reading problems
in reading comprehension that are
not attributable to poor word
recognition have comprehension
problems that are general to
language comprehension rather
than specific to reading.”

Spencer, Quinn & Wagnrer, 2014
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Calls for more thinking about a
foundational understanding of
cognitive and language processes
involvedin comprehension!

Standards call for products.

Products are the result of effective
processes!

Instruction & Intervention-activities that
influence processes.
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Levels of language

processing...
Words Sentences Background Coherent
« Academic + Density Knowledge representation
vocabulary « Length * Schema of;
+ Figurative + Structure required
language R e « Text
ties structure
— T — \

Surface level & Text base=>» Mental

model
ode ©2012 Nancy Hennessy

SELF-ASSESSMENT: * — A

A Journey of Change

Dynamic interaction between the
reader, the text and the
instructional context.

Construction occurs
moment by moment

as the reader proceeds
through the text within
the conditions set by the
context.

Coherent representation of text.....
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i Text:
port Text Comprehension and Hs Development

Making Se
Skills That 5

—“Surface & Share!
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A Framework for Instruction...

» an organizer/guide for the delivery of texts that
will be reread multiple times for different
purposes.

 scaffold the teacher’s preparation of a text for
instruction of students with different needs.

+ aligns with the language comprehension
strands of the reading rope and the multiple
cognitive processes involvedin constructing
meaning.

» addresses both process and product
demands.

. ® A
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Framework for
Comprehension Instruction © 2013 Nancy Hemnessy 2013 All Rights Reserved

Critical understandings of text  What doyou want students to know and understand after reading the text? What are the
lessons, big ideas?

Purpose for reading text 3 How will youintroduce the text initially and each day? What will you tell students the
B purpose of the lesson is (each day)?
£
Text Reading: & Which words will your students need to know, are worth knowing?
Key vocabulary @ Which ones will you intentionally target, which words will you incidentally on purpose
+. o teach when, how?
D 5 whichwill youincidentally on pupose discuss/question? How will you foster the use of
=z i it word leaming strategies
= Isthere figurative language that reqires explanation?
Language structures (phrases, g Are there phrases, clauses, sentence structures that may be difficult for your students?
clauses, sentences) .S = Connectives? When and how will youteach students to work with these?
=
a s
]
o
Schema & text structure 5 What is critical the text. What
5 strategies/activities will you use to surface, build, connect to text?
(1]
How is the text organized? How will you teach students to use the structure to
purpose, organize and express understanding?
Levels of understandi ng What strategies and activities (questions) will you use to facilitate student construction of

different levels of understanding before, duing and after reading at the word, sentence

fac te) ntal odel
firface, tax, mental model andtext level?

Expression of understanding What strategies and activities will you use to have students demonstrate understanding a}
R different Ie'vels of understandis E E
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Learning | Book
ommunity{ Study
Webinars

=0

Debriefs

/D Webinars

Sentence

Vocabul -

Compre-

Yy hension
Inference
Connect
. Consider /

Simple View

Reading

Rope Leaming
Goals &
Objectives

SELF-ASSESSMENT: * — A

A Journey of Change

A Vocabulary Excursion

What approaches to
vocabulary instruction
are in place in your
schools/district?

Partner Share
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A RSPECTIVES

Nee
;'t

A Vocabulary Excursion
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Connect, Collect & Plan

v Reflect
Theoretical Model
v' Connect & Collect
Understanding & Teaching Reading Comprehension-
Chapter 5
Perspectives Issue on Vocabulary
v Consider & Plan
Learning Goals & Objectives
PLC/Organization
Educators
Students
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“Words are carriers of meaning and are
closely tied to text comprehension and
knowledge construction.”

Verhoeven & Perfetti, 2012

...the bridge between word level
processes and the cognitive processes
of comprehension.”

Hiebert & Kamil, 2005

SELF-ASSESSMENT: = — A

A Jouraey i/ (loange

9/20/16

10



P

©2012 Nancy Hennessy

9/20/16

Intentional
On Purpose
Instruction

-choice of words
-simple routine

relationships

EXPLICIT

-work with words &

VO(

Incidental Intentional
On Purpose Independent Word
Language Learning Strategies
Experiences
-dictionary
-teacher talk/student -context
talk -morphology
-read-alouds
-point of contact
~discussions EXPLICIT
-structured independent
reading
INDIRECT
cabulary attuned educator

©2013 Nancy Hennessy

Framework for

Comprehension Instruction

Critical understandings of text

Purpose for reading text

2013

ancy Hennessy Al Rights Reserved

What do you want students to know and understand after reading the text?

. What are the lessons, big ideas?

How will you introduce the text initially and each day? What will you tell
students the pupose of the lesson is (each day)?

Schema & text structure

Levels of understandi ng

Expression _of understanding

Text Reading: Which words will your students need to know, are worth knowing? T

Which ones will you intenfionally target, which words will you ”
incidentally  on purpose teach, when, how?

Which will you i on pupose  di ion?  How will you VosiT
the use of independent word leaming  strategies?
Is there figurative language that requires _explanation? 1

11



Intentional Instruction

» Which words do you choose fordirect
instruction? Why?

* When & how do you teach word meaning?

* What activities do you use to promote
acquisition?

.’.
Sl L
TN L
¥
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Which Words?

» Words critical to understanding the text at
hand.

+ Words with general utility likely to be
encountered many times.

« Difficult words that need interpretation
(metaphorical, abstract, nuanced).

Beck et al., 2002

A A=)
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The Ant & The Grasshopper...

Aesop’s Fables

In a field one summer’s day a Grasshapper was hopping about. chirping
and singing to its heart's content.

Grasshopper, "instead of toiling o
"I am helping 1o lay up faod for the winter,” said the Ar
recommend you to do the same.” "Why bother about winter?" said the
Grasshopper; we have got plenty of food at present.”

But the Ant went on its way and continued its toil. When the winter
came the Grasshopper found itself dying of hunger, while it saw the ants
distributing, every day. corn and grain from the stores they had collected
in the summer.

Then the Grasshopper knew...It is best to prepare for the days of
cessity.
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Meaning

Simple Vocabulary

Routine
elisten (teacher saysthetarget word).

eRepeat (student echoes the word).

Phonology Orthography
eDefine (teacher explains ineveryday

language).

eUse (teacher providesan example,
students provide anexample).

eSee, say, write... (Teacher writesthe
word, students say and write, discuss ©2014 Nancy Hennessy|

SELF-ASSESSMENT,
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Relationships/ Speaking/
Word Choice Definition Connections Visuals Writing
Tiers 1-3 (Beck) Student Friendly Semantic Maps  Pictures- Writing
drawings Sentence  stems/
Collins CoBuild generation
www collinslangaug Purposeful
& Paragraphs
com Sy Academic
Vocabulary Logs
Lists Four Square Scaling Vocabulary Examples,
AList of Essential Words videos Questions,
by Grade Level, Marzano c -
etal, 2005 onnections...
Acadenic Vocabulary www.vocabahead.
Lists, Marzano et al, 2004 3 com.
Words We ing,
T hamnd
ANew Acadenic Word good bad
List, Coxhead, 2000
Mddle School Vocabulary
Lists, Coxhead & Green,
2015
Virtual Dimensions Sight, sound, ~ Word walls Approaches
www.wordsift.com — smells, places. Parts of Speech  Academic
= = Morphological Conversations/
Families Socratic Circles

| fuf

Mpone

Shared word
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Collecting & collaborating...

* Three things | know

* Quote time

« Time to Debrief

» Defend your position

* Surface & share

» Say one thing

* Partner/Group Discussion
« Consider

e Think-Write

* Lexicon Check
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Vocabulary Focus | Organization/PLC Educator Student
(Activating Word
Meaning)
Chapter §
Breadth, Depth, | Think about Focus on access- are | Use the word level survey
Access vocabulary across | § retrieving the with
the day- not just information S, Not Met, Met, Friend,
during one part of eF
theday

conversation: teach
vocabulary all day

long
Assessing Vocabulary Challenges in Look at how S uses the
Voeabulary assessment measures of word
vocabulary- SLPs give | in writing (best way to
11 does well on 1 word vocab test. access
single word naming task: may not | vocab knowledge- S used
vocabulary test- this | beameasure of words they generate
maymean hey just | understanding themselves) written o
met, but may notbe | vocabulary oral
friends/BFF
So further check Perspective Article: | Evaluate how student use
knowledge knowing | Using Assessment the word during group
synonyms/anteayms | Data to Make & discussions|
..deeper meaning | Difference in
(what else do they | Vocabulary

We're excited about
having opportunity to
collaboratively plan

Where are we now?
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A Journey of Change

9/20/16

14



Where are we now?

We have a bulletin
board game on the
hall for all 15t graders
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We're super excited,
it all started to come
together at our last
meeting in the

ing.

Where are we now?
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Where are we now?

Looking forward to
establishing a
classroom routine that
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Goal: Improved reading outcomes for
students with disabilities

9/20/16
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Support for PLCs

Content Expert On-site Facilitators
Provide resources and Identify participants and
consultation secured funding
Facilitate training, webinars, Facilitate the Professional
and book study Learning Community (PLC)
Guide topics for exploration  Act as thought partners and
and study provide purposeful feedback

Provide ongoing feedback as Monitor and support action
we conduct action research research and products

A=)
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Time to Debrief...

* In what ways, have you benefitted
professionally from this session....

* In what ways, might this session influence
practices in your setting?
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nhennessy@charter.net
ann.jolly@cms.k12.nc.us
christinam.repass@cms.k12.nc.us
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